TEXT 1: 

AN AMERICAN FINDING HER CHINESE FACE
I. COMPREHENSION CHECK

A. Getting the Main Ideas

Read each statement carefully, and then write (T) for True or (F) for False.

1. _____
The author thinks that most Chinese people look alike.



2. _____
The only reason the author came to China was to teach.

3. _____
The author found out that by learning the cultural habits of the Chinese people, she could fit into society much better.



4. _____
The author is attracted to China. 





5. _____
The author thinks that it’s quite easy to define your cultural identity even though you may be part of two cultures.



B. Reading for Comprehension

Cross (X) a, b, or c to complete the sentences.

6. The author was surprised that Chinese faces are _____

a. so much alike

b. so ironic

c. so different

7. The author know her secret identity would be discovered when she tried to _____

a. ride a bike

b. speak Chinese

c. repair her bike

8. The author returned to China again because she wanted to _____

a. feel frustrations

b. live in two worlds
c. discover herself

9. The author loves China despite the problems she has with the _____

a. students and repair people

b. food and biking

c. language and culture

10. After spending one year in China, the author felt she could ____

a. Be frustrated by the unique culture

b. Perfectly use Chinese orally as well as in writing 

c. Blend in like a native

II. VOCABULARY IN CONTEXT

1. I was amazed to see so many Chinese faces; I never know that there could be such a diversity of faces in a population that seemed so alike.

2. I remember that sooner or later, I would have to open my mouth and my secret identity would be discovered.

3. I mastered the fine art of biking around the congested streets without getting hit.

4. I went to get my bike fixed. “What?” said the bike repairman, “You are Chinese, so you should know how to speak Chinese.”

5. My students are incredulous that I write with my left hand, while everybody else in China write with their right hands.

6. I grew up in a big multicultural city, which is noted for being a melting pot.

7. I honestly wanted to be more in tune with my Chinese side but had never had the opportunity to do that up to now.

8. It’s not clear to me yet, but I’m here to look for the answers to the unexplained beauty about the land, culture and history.

9. Mandarin is not easy to learn, that’s why I am still struggling to learn the language.
10. I come from a completely different culture. Therefore, coming to China was a culture shock for me.

TEXT 2: 

A CLEAN BREAK

I. COMPREHENSION CHECK

1. Who is the main character?

_______________________
2. Where does the story take place? 


a. at a park

b. at a friend’s house

c. at school

3. When does the story take place?

a. at night

b. in the afternoon

c. in the morning

4. What is the situation?

a. What is the occasion?

b. What is the boy served?

c. How does he feel about it?

5. Then, what happens?

a. What does he try to do first?

b. What does he try to do next?

c. What does he do in the end?

6. How does the story turn out? What does he discover in the end?

____________________________________________________________

II. VOCABULARY IN CONTEXT

A. Guessing meaning from Context

1. Remote (paragraph 2)

: a. far away

b. too close
2. Confided (paragraph 3)

: a. revealed something that is personal
       or secret.

  b. offered something to someone

3. Audibly (paragraph 6)

: a. painfully, with difficulty
  b. loudly enough to be heard

4. Devouring. (paragraph 10)
: a. hiding away
b. eating quickly
5. Rummage (paragraph 15)

: 

a. looked for something by moving things around carelessly.

b. Arranged things neatly to attract other people’s attention.

6. Enfeeble (paragraph 18)

a. made very weak

b. made very strong

B. Guessing meaning from context

7. I can look back now and say all this with a certain degree of complacency because I’m not twelve any more. (paragraph 2)

8. So, how was I going to put myself in a spot by asking Mrs. Gordon if the hot dogs sizzling with such an air of detachment on the grill were pork or beef? (paragraph 4)

9. Ideas about escape presented themselves in an indiscriminate way as I followed Dan and the others in their trek toward food. (paragraph 7)

10. I could take the dreaded thing into the house surreptitiously and dispose of it in the kitchen trash and come out clean. (paragraph 7)

Thank you and God bless you!

