
The Four Bases of Effective Writing 
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 Clearly stated thesis 
in the opening 
paragraph? 

 
 Logical plan of 
development? 

 
 All supporting 
paragraphs on 
target in support 
of the thesis? 

 

 Specific evidence? 
 

 Plenty of it? 

 Any rough spots 
where sentences 
do not flow 
smoothly and 
clearly? 

 
 Any mistakes in 
grammar, 
punctuation, or 
usage? 

 

 Clear method of 
organization? 

 
 Transitions and 
other connective 
devices? 
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